'Please…take five minutes to read this pamphlet' Vietnam Moratorium booklet by Ian Russell and David Bugler by Russell, Ian & Bugler, David
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Vf~ 
take five or ten minutes to read 
this :pamphlet, before you throw 
it away. · 
it is about the moratorium, and 
how it concerns you. 
it 
has 
been 
compiled 
by 
ideologically 
non-committed 
stu.dent s. 
we 
ask 
you 
to 
consider 
the 
whole 
argument 
CAREFULLY 
before 
forming 
an 
opinion 
of 
ian russell 
& 
david bugl€r. 
the 
work. 
union college, 
upland rd., 
st. lucia. 
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the Union and the moratorium. 
Since the inception of the 
moratorium campaign, the Union 
has taken different attitudes 
towards it: 
1 ) at first the Union ignored it, 
in the belief that it would 
gain no sizeable sup port; 
2) when it began to gain support, 
s mears were leaked to the 
Sunday Mail about "radical 
raiders" armed with stones and 
tear-gas; 
3) now that the moratorium has 
overwhelming student and 
academic support, the Union is 
trving to make the moratorium 
as ineffective as possible by 
confusing the real issues with 
what it calls 11 sensible" 
support. 
WE ASK YOU TO RESIST THIS LATEST 
MOVE. 
In the absence of any moral 
criteria (which Chap~an calls 
"tolerance"), the moratorium is 
left by the Union as -" a matt er of 
conscience" - as if the death of 
Vietnamese people exists only in 
our minds. 
It has been noted that johnjohn 
is a man of few ideas who responds 
to ma~y; perhaps it would be more 
accurate to say he does not 
re spond to any, since he does not 
consider that the Univer sity 
should be involved with social 
issues. 
In view of the Union's past 
record of equivocation and 
ambiguity, we dQ not want them in 
the moratorium at all. Neither 
the Union structure, nor its 
members, are compat ible with the 
ideas of the mratorium. 
The last tactic (3) is the most 
dangerous: it gives the Union and 
its officers an opportunity to 
increase t4eir own prestige by an 
exhibition of 11 tolerance 11 and 
"broad-mindedness which is in 
fact only a circular system of 
ideas able to justify any action 
at all. At the same time, it 
harms the most broad-minded 
movement in the University - -the. 
moratorium - which is based on 
the principle of tolerance of 
dissent, and approaohes the right 
of free determination. 
This "tolerance" exhibited by the 
Union is .llil.i. the result of any 
far-reaching social philosophy, 
which would include tolerance of 
dissent. The political games that 
go on in the Union building grant 
institutionalisation of all means 
of dissent as a privilege, rather 
than giving any real freedom. 
For this reason, the Union will 
recognise the right of students 
to participate in Comm em. : but 
not one of them will bother to 
consider the role this plays in 
terms of: 
1) weakening student credibility 
in public eyes; 
2) institutionalising dissent, so 
that people a~e forced to take 
extreme measures in order to 
make their feelings known. All 
institutionalised oppositi~n, 
such as the Forum and Commem., 
are supported on the principle 
of "freedom". In the name of 
the same "freedom", the demand 
for a strike on May 8th is 
reject ed. Thus this "freedomn 
becomes the freedom to be 
uniform , and to have little 
opportunity for dissent in the 
long run. Who then is really 
responsible for the violence? 
3) diverting energy- that could 
otherwise be devoted to more 
worthwhile activities than 
playing hide-and-seek with 
police around the city streets . 
On Commem. Day , students are free 
to join the march or to stay at 
ho me. The same freedo m, when 
applied to the far more important 
issue of the moratorium, is 
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bitterly attacked and labelled 
11 fascist". This reflects the 
ambiguous nature of the Union's 
thinking, as well as the absolute 
intellectual and moral bankruptcy 
of both Council and Executives. 
The main points we have been 
expounding have been brilliantly 
stated by C. Wright Mills: 
"As a rhetoric, liberalism is 
commonly used b everyone who 
talks in public for every diver-
gent and contradictory purpose ••. 
This means that Liberalism as 
publiclv used is without coherent 
content . Used by all interests, 
classes and parties~ it lacks 
political, moral . and intellectual 
clarity. 
"This very lack of clarity is 
exploited by all interests. In 
. · this situation professional 
liberals, politicians and 
intellectuals make a fetish of 
indecision, which they call open-
mindedness; of the absence of 
moral criteria, which they call 
tolerance; and of the formality -
and hence political irrelevance -
of the criteria, which they call 
speaking broadly." 
The Union has abdicated social 
and intellectual responsibility 
in the University. To involve 
itself in anv way with the 
moratorium can only do harm to 
the moratorium movement, and 
hence to humanitarian and peace 
movements throughout Australia. 
the moratorium and communist 
manipulation. 
If those who oppose the morato-
rium because it is manupulated by 
Communists had ever been to a 
meeting of the Campu Mobilisa-
tion Committee, ~hey would have 
found that it is not a political 
organisation, but a group of 
people with differing views who 
all agree on two points: 
1) we should withdraw all troops 
from Vietnam; 
2) we should repeal the National 
Service Act • 
Within this framework , members of 
anv polit ical, religious or 
social creed and individuals are 
invited to march under their own 
slogans ; these do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the 
ccmmitt ee. 
Words could never express the 
scorn due to those who use 
vicious, unjustified and over-
emotional terms such as those 
which appeared in a pamphlet 
called "The Red Moratorium" . One 
passage reads: 
"Regardless of your views on the 
Vietnam war, y ou are urged to put 
the interests of our country, our 
allies and our pockets before the 
political aims of a treacherous 
pack of RED RATS and their-
collaborators." 
A central part of the mo r atorium 
is discussion of the war in 
Vietnam , together with all its 
wider implicati ons. Obviously, 
discussion will tend to change 
so me attitudes if it involves 
intelligent thought ( and will, 
we think , change many people to 
an opposition to Australian 
involvement there) . No matt8r 
what side y ou are on, discussion 
will be valuable. 
But the logical conclusion of the 
passag e quoted above is to kill 
discussion; to blindly put "the 
interests of our country, our 
allie s and our pockets" before 
the lives of other human beings 
(which has, of course, been going 
on for many years). 
This amounts to say ing: 
- We've got to fight , so better 
do i t ther e than here. 
We desperately need the U.S.A. 
as an ally. 
We have to fight to protect the 
huge .American investments in 
the area. 
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The pamphlet appeals to an 
excessive patriotism and selfish-
ness that are un:f.'ortunately 
latent in all people. Those who 
oppose the moratorium do so mainly 
without thought to the sufferings 
of Vietnam, but rather because of 
a conditioned r~eponse to the 
words n communist", "red rat sn, 
and suchlike. 
If you disagree with our analysis, 
go to a Liberal Group meeting. 
Whose tool are vou then, since 
silence gives consent? 
Oppose the moratorium, and you 
-c.o.ul.d. be the tool of the American 
and AustTalian governments. 
Support it, and you could be a 
dupe of the Communists. 
We sav that you must govern your 
actions in accordance with the 
facts, 
If one of your aims is to have 
the National Service Act repealed 
and troops withdrawn from Vietnam, 
support the moratorium. The 
supporters of the moratorium are 
neither red rats nor dupes, but 
people honestly concerned with 
the welfare of Australians, 
Vietnamese, in fact of all 
suffering people. 
Therefote, to oppose the 
morato~ium is to oppose humanity. 
Groups represented on the Campus 
Moratorium Committee include: 
- Christian Underground 
- New Left 
- Liberal Club 
- Australia Party 
- RSSA 
- Science Students' Association . 
.An important point to realise is 
that manipulation is not confined 
to Communists. Specialised edu-
cation in our own society causes 
a lack of responsibility which 
forms a large part of manipulation. 
No single group is concerned 
wit h the moral iliPlications of 
its actions on those outside the 
group . The elected government 
"receives a mandate year after 
y ear" to represent .£ll. groups: 
but small pressure groups ensure 
that in fact it represents 11Q. 
groups . No real moral decisions 
can be made .other than in the 
vested interests of the pressure 
groups . 
' • 
Surely this is the crux of the 
mat ter : and the solution is to 
start here and now , to have done 
with false "liberalism" and 
deliberate prevarication; to 
change radically the structure 
of a society which blights devel-
opment and infli cts cruel wounds 
on suffer ing mankind. 
You must gov ern yourself, then; 
we have no ot her authority able 
to make moral decisions. Resist 
the lies of the unscrupulous and 
the fallacies of t he stupid. 
Remember t hat there are worse 
fates than being Communist - such 
as being dead . 
the necessity for act ion . 
Direct action has two ma i n aims : 
1 ) to make the people and 
government aware of faults in 
the workings of society; 
2) to bring pressure to bear on 
t he ad.ministration to remove 
these faults . 
No matter what political leaning 
y ou have, it is up to you to act 
according to your beliefs. If 
ther e are mistakes in the 
government's actions, the people 
must corr ect t h em . And "the 
people" includes ~ 
If y our beliefs are truly held , 
you mu st put them into practice. 
To people with sincere ideals, 
no issue is a dead i s sue until 
it has been satisfactorily dealt 
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with. 
Look at poverty. 
A large part of the world is 
sick to death of hearing the old 
stories about starvation, 
malnutrition, poverty and want. 
But those who really believe 
poverty can and must be eradi-
cated are always acting to make 
people closely aware of a 
situation which they would 
rather i gnore. 
People may be bored of hearing 
about Biafra, Vietnam, Latin 
America - any of scores of 
poverty-stricken areas : they may 
be bored to tears. 
But anyone who believes poverty 
should be destroyed refuses to 
shut up • .Anyone with faith in 
his fellow man will not shut up 
or stop marching against wrong 
until it is righted , 
The issue of the war in Vietnam 
is just such an issue. So much 
has been written and said on the 
subject that most people will 
dismiss the moratorium as just 
another drop in the ocean . 
But every drop is important . 
We cannot stay silent and wat eh 
the suffering and murdering that 
is Vietnam • .Any human being, 
putting himself in the place of 
a Vietnamese peasant refugee, 
will cry out , as we are crying 
out , STOP THE WAR! 
All this says why we believe it 
is necessary to take direct 
action and march. 
In the interests of mankind, 
which includes us and you , we 
say Y.Q.U should march too . 
